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COMPANY PROFILES 
 
Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators Limited was founded in 2021 to bring artists and audiences 
from all cultural backgrounds together to celebrate our shared connection to the spectacular, 
biodiverse ecosystems that support us. 
 
It is led by award-winning Gold Coast based composer & artistic director Corrina Bonshek, 
and is supported by the long-term producing relationship of Corrina Bonshek & Greta Kelly. 
Kelly and Bonshek have been working together since 2016, beginning with the highly 
successful sister project Song to the Earth presented by Bleach* Festival 2017 & 2018, 2018 
Gold Coast Commonwealth Games Arts & Culture Festival, Flowstate Southbank 2018, 
Rainforest Fringe Festival Sarawak Malaysia 2019, and Phoenix Central Park Sydney 2019, 
Redlands Performing Arts Centre, Kingston Butter Factory, Rockhampton River Festival 2022. 
 
Bonshek & Kelly secured $300,000 in national, state and local council funding to deliver Song 
to the Earth and Song to the Ocean across Queensland in 2022-2023. 
 
In 2021 Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators were awarded Gold Coast City Council Triennial 
funding to support first stage creative development of new works and to provide producing 
support to secure additional funding to premiere and tour their productions. 
 
Oktoécho, founded in 2001 and based in Montreal, is a flexible ensemble (from 3 to 30 
musicians) specializing in the fusion of Middle Eastern and Western music, under the artistic 
direction of composer Katia Makdissi-Warren. In residence at the Maison de la Culture 
Ahuntsic since 2010, Oktoécho creates original Quebec works while exploring an aesthetic 
that embodies a world whose fusion of different traditions transcends borders. Oktoécho has 
recorded 7 soundtracks for documentaries in Quebec, France, Winnipeg, Singapore, Korea, for 
TedX Beirut and created the soundtrack for the Khalifa Tower in Dubai (9 original pieces for 
22 instruments) which plays continuously during the tower tour exhibition. 
 
The ensemble has toured Canada and Spain and recently performed at the prestigious 
Beiteddin Festival in Lebanon.In Quebec, OktoEcho has performed at events such as the 
Montreal Arab World Festival, the First Peoples Festival, the Montreal Sephardic Festival, the 
Montreal Off-Festival Jazz Festival, the Montreal Jewish Music Festival, the Palais Montcalm 
in Quebec City, and the Festival Traditions du Monde in Sherbrooke. The ensemble has 
presented several concerts at Montreal's Maisons de la Culture and for the Royal 
Conservatory in Toronto. Oktoécho has 6 albums to his name: Zeugma, Éponyme, La 5e route 
bleue, At The Top (Burj Khalifa), Saimaniq and Transcestral. 
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ABOUT THE SHOW 

MARKETING COPY  
LONG: Join us for an euphoric music experience with four incredible Indigenous voices from 
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, supported by a powerhouse ensemble. Their 
heart-expanding music carries messages of conservation and custodianship. Musically, this 
show occupies a third space between Indigenous, folk, classical and ambient music, and 
includes original compositions by Corrina Bonshek, Katia Madisski-Warren and Bunna Lawrie. 
Whale songman and Elder of the Mirning people, Bunna Lawrie, is the leader of multi-award 
winning band Coloured Stone, and is a protector of sacred waters in Australia. WHAIA Sonic 
Weaver, Ngati Kahugnunu woman of Aotearoa New Zealand, is a transcendent vocalist, 
multi-instrumentalist, water advocate, and board member of Oceanic Global. Lydia Etok and 
Nina Segalowitz have performed ‘katajjaq’ all over the world, blending this Inuit women’s vocal 
style with contemporary music. Lydia Etok is from Kangiqsualujjuaq in Nunavik, and Nina 
Segalowitz is an Inuvialuit/Chipewyan from Fort Smith, Northwest Territories. 
  
MARKETING SHORT COPY: Join us for an euphoric music experience with four incredible 
Indigenous voices from Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, and an ensemble of eight 
outstanding musicians. 
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MUSIC GENRES: Ambient Ancestral, Contemporary classical music, future folk 
 
VIDEO LINKS 
Highlights 
https://youtu.be/sUEV-0wRa40 (40seconds) 
https://youtu.be/sY3dmc5OF3w (5mins) 
Archival: Available on Request 
Testimonials: https://youtube.com/shorts/iKywp6KFuGY 

 
CREDITS 
We firstly acknowledge the custodians of the land, waters, sky and culture, where we bring our 
creative dreams alive.  
 
Co-artistic direction: Corrina Bonshek & Katia Makdissi-Warren  
Music composition: Bunna Lawrie, Corrina Bonshek & Katia Makdissi-Warren  
Featured vocalists/improvisors: Bunna Lawrie, Whaia Sonic Weaver, Lydia Etok, Nina 
Segalowitz 
Musician/improvisors: Michael Askill (gongs), Greta Kelly (Persian violin), Jason Lee Scott 
(guitar & percussion), Etienne Lafrance (double bass), Bertil Schulrabe (percussion), Katia 
Makdissi-Warren (oud), Corrina Bonshek (electronics), and five talented local gong players. 
Cultural consultation: Michele-Elise Burnett, Denise Bolduc  
Sound design: Corrina Bonshek with recordings by The Oceania Project 
Live sound: Jacob Lacroix-Cardinal 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
Song to the Whales is supported by Canada Council for the Arts,  Conseil des Arts du Canada: 
Conseil des Arts et des Lettres du Québec, and Conseil des Arts de Montréal, and the 
Australian Government through Music Australia and Creative Australia, its principal arts 
investment and advisory body. 
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This work builds upon Song to the Ocean/Earth, which were co-commissioned by City of Gold 
Coast, Bleach*Festival and the Queensland Government through the Regional Arts 
Development Fund and the Office of the Commonwealth Games and other funding sources,  
Fraser Coast Tourism & Events and Fraser Coast Regional Council, with assistance of the 
Australian Government through the Festivals Australia program and the Regional Arts 
Development Fund (RADF), a partnership between the Queensland Government and Fraser 
Coast Regional Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland. Corrina 
Bonshek & Collaborators is supported by the City of Gold Coast.  
 

 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE  
The show brings audiences aged 2-70 together from a variety of backgrounds in a rich 
sensory experience that enhances their connection to the ocean, and grows their appreciation 
of marine and shore ecosystems, and their desire to protect them. The combination of 
heart-expanding music, awe-inspiring lighting, and interactive immersion is immensely 
appealing to audiences who get to walk through the performance, and go on a sound 
adventure.  
 
Families with young children can participate in the pre-show art-making workshop and enjoy 
strolling through the performance space.  Families with teenage children who play percussion 
can participate in the music workshops and perform in the production. Older people enjoy the 
meditative, grounding music. 
 
Artist and musicians feel differently about their creative practice after being part of this show. 
They feel part of an arts community that transcends belief systems and other differences. 
They also feel a deeper appreciation of and connection to our oceans and marine life. 
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ADDITIONAL INFO: There is an option for two-day residency with three concurrent programs 
of community engagement in areas of First Nations cultural consultancy and involvement, 
music performance and visual art.   
 
In the music-making residency, 5 percussion students will attend workshops led by Dr 
Michael Askill. They will be upskilled in expressive performance technique and perform 
alongside professional musicians.  The students will develop their music expression skills in 
a performance where there is no barrier between the audience and musicians. See our 
workshops for more information. 
 
This project includes consultation with local Elders, language cultural exchange and 
opportunities for First-Nations-to-First-Nations collaboration. 
 

 
 
PERFORMANCE SPECIFICS 
TOURING AVAILABILITY  

The cast and crew are available to tour internationally in 2025, 2026 and 2027. 
 
DURATION 

70 minutes 
 

SUITABLE VENUES 

Stage dimensions 10m x 4.5m or similar. 
 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PERFORMANCES PER WEEK 

-​ 5  performances in one location + workshops 
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TOURING PERSONNEL 

The touring party consists of 12 people. 

Name Role 

Bunna Lawrie (AU) Vocals and instruments 

Whaia Sonic Weaver (AU/NZ) Vocals and instruments 

Lydia Etok (CAN) Vocals and instruments 

Nina Segalowitz (CAN) Vocals and instruments 

Corrina Bonshek (AU) Electronics, co-director, composer & producer 

Katia Makdissi-Warren (CAN) Oud & co-director, composer & gong 

Michael Askill (AU) Percussionist and mentor 

Bertil Schulrabe (CAN) Percussion 

Jason Lee Scott (AU) Percussion, didgeridoo, guitar & gong 

Greta Kelly (AU) Shah kaman (Persian violin), violin and gong & producer 

Etienne Lafrance (CAN) Double bass & gong 

Jacob Lacroix-Cardinal (CAN) Sound production 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

FIRE-SIDE SONG AND STORIES WITH UNCLE BUNNA 
LAWRIE 
Uncle Bunna Lawrie, Mirning Elder and whale songman, 
shares creation stories central to Mirning lore. The name 
‘Mirning’ means ‘listen, learn, observe and understand for 
wisdom and knowledge’. Bunna will share sacred stories of 
when life began faraway in the Dreamtime (or karagjar 
warnmar dhoogarnar). Learn how the Yirrerie (or Milky 
Way) is home to sprits and ancestors, and where totems 
and lore have come from.   
 
Max participants: 100pax 
Age restrictions: any age 
Length of workshop: 50mins 
 
Video sample: Jeedara: The Great White Whale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMMrGCurugw Bunna Lawrie tells a creation story of the 
Mirning people, the Traditional Owners of land and sea along the Great Australian Bight. 

KATATJAQ INUIT THROAT SINGING & CULTURE WORKSHOP 
WITH LYDIA ETOK & NINA SEGALOWITZ 

Katajjaq (Inuit throat singing) is a game practiced by two women 
facing each other holding each other’s arms or shoulders. The 
game ends when one of them is out of breath or laughs. Lydia 
Etok & Nina Segalowitz will demonstrate this unique vocal style 
and share stories about how this style is practiced and common 
song themes. Lydia Etok is a Inuit throat singer from Nunavik in 
northern Quebec, and Nina Segalowitz is an Inuvialuit and Dene. 

Max participants: 30pax 
Age restrictions: any age 
Length of workshop: 50mins 
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=HdDcNdEWJnE 
 
 
LOCAL INDIGENOUS EXCHANGE  
This can take the form of opening exchange at the start of the show as well as discussion 
circles in the lead up to the show. Discussion circles are an opportunity to exchange First 
Nations/Indigenous stories and issues related to the Ocean.  They can be located near the 
festival performance site or on-country up to 2 hours drive from the festival location. 
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MĀORI SONG & CULTURE WORKSHOP WITH WHAIA 
SONIC WEAVER 
Discover a Māori world view of finding our family in 
the stars, the mountains, the rivers and each other. 
Learn how to find sacred sounds within nature, where 
the whole family can join in. Hear sounds and stories 
from ancient instruments from Māori culture that 
promote wellness. 
 
Max participants: 30pax 
Age restrictions: any age (families welcome) 
Length of workshop: 50mins 
 
 
CHILDRENS’ ILLUMINATED ART WORKSHOP 
Create your own miniature illuminated and 
wearable art inspired by the animal and plant 
life in this area. Bring your illuminated creation 
to the evening performance of Song to the 
Waters and play with light alongside the 
performers. The workshop suits ages 6-10. 
Parental/carer assistance is required for 
younger children. 
 
Capacity: 25 
Ages: 6-10 or younger if accompanied by a 
parent or guardian 
Duration: 60 mins or 3 x 30 minute workshops 
 
 
YOUNG MUSICIAN WORKSHOP SERIES 
Dr Michael Askill conducts a workshop for 5 percussion students aged 16-18 years. 
Marketing for the callout and engagement is co-managed by the Song to the Whales team and 
presenter. 
 
OPEN DRUM CIRCLE 
Open call to community to come drum in a circle with the performers of Song to the Whales.  
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PRODUCTION DETAILS 
 
Company to supply 

●​ Laptop to play sound design. 
●​ All instruments including 7 x gong stands, 13 x gongs ranging from 30cm to 150cm 

diameter, 3 x frame-drums, 3 x suspended cymbals and assorted small percussion 
instruments, oud, double bass, shah kaman, violin, didgeridoo, 2 guitars 

●​ 14 Wired IEMS and headsets for musicians & crew to hear click track/cues. 
●​ 14 Light sculptures 2m high (optional for ambient light show) 

 
Venue to supply 
Sound 

●​ Percussion station: Kick Beta 52 or equiv, Darbuka SM57, Djembe SM57, OH KM84 or 
equiv. x2, Tabla SM57 

●​ 6 x vocal microphones with stands ideally wireless  
●​ 1 x microphone for didgeridoo 
●​ 1 x microphone for handpan 
●​ 1 x mic for Lydia’s hand drum (DPA gooseneck mic) 
●​ 1 x line for double bass (supplies own mic) 
●​  1 x line for shah kaman (supplies own mic) 
●​ 1 x line for violin (supplies own mic) 
●​ 1 microphone for oud 
●​ 11 x microphones for gongs and cymbals (optional)) 
●​ 3 x microphones for cymbal 
●​ 2 x line / DI for electric guitars (Bunna & Jason) 
●​ Audio console - 48 channels & front of house speakers and subs  
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Staging 
●​ 5-6 x risers to elevate -  5 x 1m wide gong stands, shah kaman and oud 
●​ 9 x armless chairs 

 
Lighting Stage 

●​ 2 truss with 7 specials for each pair of performers 
●​ 4 x movers / gobos (optional) OR Wave projector (optional) 

  
FREIGHT NOTES 
We have 230kg of musical instruments / gongs and stands that are freighted to the venue 
and can be stored in 1.5m cubic metre space in 7 packages.  
 

EXAMPLE SCHEDULE 

 
Schedule for 2 shows no community 
engagement  

Schedule for 3 shows + community engagement 
 

  Day 1 Travel + meet Elders and Traditional Owners 
Discuss options for an integrated 
Opening/Welcome to Country 

  Day 2 Community Percussion Workshop 
Silhouette Art Workshop led by local artist for 
community artists 
Ocean Custodianship Discussion Circle 1 - 
offsite 

  Day 3 Bump in, set up sound and lights, install art in 
light sculptures 
Soundcheck 
Tech run 
Dress run 

Day 1 Bump in, set up sound and lights, install 
art in light sculptures 
Soundcheck 
Tech run 
Dress run 

Day 4 Inuit Singers - Song & Story workshop 
Whaia - Whale Song & Storytelling Workshop 
Kids Illuminated Art Workshop (age 4-13 years) 
Dress rehearsal 
Show 1 

Day 2 Dress rehearsal 
Show 1 

Day 5 Custodianship Discussion Circle 2 
Kids Illuminated Art Workshop (age 4-13 years) 
Dress rehearsal 
Show 2 

Day 3 Show 2 Day 6 Bunna - Whale Song & Storytelling Workshop 
Show 3 

 
CONTACTS 
Greta Kelly 
Producer at Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators  
+61 422 588 693 
gretackelly@gmail.com 
 
Corrina Bonshek 
Artistic Director & Producer at Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators 
+61 435 247 874 
corrina@cbcollab.com 
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