Piano Room

A hauntingly beautiful, fever dream of spoken poetry, soundscape and music.
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COMPANY PROFILE

Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators bring artists and audiences together from different cultural
backgrounds to celebrate our shared connection to the spectacular, biodiverse ecosystems that sustain
us. It is led by award-winning composer & artistic director Corrina Bonshek, and supported by the
long-term producing relationship of Bonshek & Greta Kelly who produced Song to the Earth Bleach*
Festival 2017 & 2018, 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games Arts & Culture Festival, Flowstate
Southbank 2018, Rainforest Fringe Festival Sarawak Malaysia 2019, and Boom International Festival of
Percussion, Redlands Performing Arts Centre, Kingston Butter Factory, Rockhampton River Festival
2022. hitps://www.cbcollab.com

ABOUT PIANO ROOM

Piano Room is a piano recital with a difference.

There is no stage, and the audience is invited to nest, and try out different positions during the show.
There is no barrier between the audience and performers. All are immersed in a multi-directional
soundscape of augmented piano, real-world sounds and poetry that muses on the relationship of human,
urban, and nature. Is it a seduction, argument, battle, or conversation?

“Truly interdisciplinary” “Unlike anything I've ever heard”

| was transported ... it was like the ceiling opened up to a broad (musical) horizon ... | was floating in the air,
on my back ... my ears expanded and reached out to hear all of the sounds, from small, tinkly sounds in

surprising places, to rhythmic beats, meandering rivers of poetry. Loved it!

"A rich immersive experience; stimulating and contemplative, experimental and accessible, in equal
measure.”
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PRODUCTION HISTORY
Premiered April 3 2024 | Redlands Performing Arts Centre, Australia
October 26, Brisbane Music Festival 2024, Brisbane, Australia

VIDEO
Highlights: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZmMiu7FDjE
Archival: https://youtu.be/PvLb4XtiYKQ
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PERFORMANCE SPECIFICS
Duration: 70 minutes with Q&A

Touring Cast/Crew: 4 pax

Role Name

Pianist Roger Cui

Laptop Musician / MC Corrina Bonshek
Ambience Design Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner
Sound Engineer (if bringing tech) James Clark / TonePacer

Local Staff from Venue:

Role

Lighting Operator

FOH

1 x Crew Bump In / Out (1 hour for bump in and 1 hour for bump out)

Staging: Suits flat floor venue, black box, gallery or other. Performance usually takes place with a
square footprint with four speakers at each corner.

Dimensions 14m x 14m (audience of 60 pax) up to 20m x 20m (audience of 120 pax)

& COLLABORATORS

6


mailto:tiffanybeckwithskinner@yahoo.com.au

Piano Room Option 2: 14m x 14m performance + audience zone (expand up to 20m x20m)

45 pax installation mode. Movable cushions and greenery

Piano Room Option 1: 14m x 14m performance + audience zone (expand up to 20m x20m)
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60 pax seated, with cushion area.
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Venue Tech Requirements:

Grand piano

Lighting rig with warm spot on pianist, warm/cool spot on laptop performer, and wash on floor with three
colour states (warm orange, red, and house lights state).

60+ cushions and 16 chairs for installation mode

OR 60 seats for concert mode.

Tech Provided by TonePacer

4 line array plus subs

Mixing desk

Dpa core 4099P piano microphone and mount

Foliage / Ambience provided by Company
Plants and ambient lighting

Sample Schedule:

Time What

9am 3 hours Bump-in of lighting and audio and ambience design

11am 30mins Sound check soundscape

11:30 30mins Sound check piano effects

12noon 1 hour Stop/ Start run (with lighting cues etc) followed by 40min
tech run.

3pm 1 hour Optional Workshops: Awaken your Imagination
Sound Workshop with Corrina Bonshek
2f|?ernoon tea with a Virtuoso (Roger Cui)

5pm 15mins Line check

5pm 50mins Optional Workshop: Kid’s llluminated Art Workshop
with Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner

6:00pm 70mins Show 1 including 20 min Q&A

8pm 70mins Show 2 including 20 min Q&A

9:15pm 60mins Optional: Whiskey with a Virtuoso (Roger Cui)

9:15pm 90mins Bump out
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MARKETING COPY

Post classical, minimalist piano music meets cinematic sound in this hauntingly beautiful
performance.Step into an illuminated magical garden, and find your perfect listening spot to experience
curious sounds, rhythmic beats, virtuosic live piano, and meandering rivers of poetry. You'll be entranced
by this one-of-a-kind, relaxed performance installation that the whole family can enjoy together.

Piano Room is conceived and composed by award-winning composer Corrina Bonshek (best
contemporary classical composition 2022 Queensland Music Awards) who is known for her immersive,
nature-inspired music that’s ‘sonically attractive’ (Loudmouth 2020), ‘meditative’ (Journal of Music 2021)
and reminiscent of Ludovico Einaudi and Nils Frahm. This sonic experience is co-created, performed
and written by the mesmeric, multi-award-winning actor-playwright Merlynn Tong.

It is performed by Roger Cui, one Australia’s leading pianists (Guest Principal Soloist with the
Queensland Symphony Orchestra and Principle Pianist with the Queensland Ballet). Roger has been
described as “a pianist with not only extraordinary technique, but also poeticism in depth” (Badische
Neueste Nachrichten).

With 20 years of composing across concert halls and festivals, Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators create
music-led experiences that provoke wonder at the beauty of nature, the cosmos and humanity. Their
ability to create shows that transcend time is unmatched.

CREDITS
Creative Team:

Concept, composer, sound-art, collaborative direction: Dr Corrina Bonshek.
Writer, voice actor, co-creator: Merlynn Tong

Pianist: Dr Roger Cui

Ambience design: Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner

Sound engineer: James Clark / TonePacer

Piano Room is supported by Queensland Government through Arts Queensland, HOTA — Home of the
Arts, TonePacer, and the Regional Arts Development Fund, a partnership between the Queensland
Government and the City of Gold Coast Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.
Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators is supported by the City of Gold Coast.

Optional Workshops:
Awaken your Sonic Imagination. Hone your listening skills and activate your sonic imagination in this

60-minute workshop for musicians and/or music lovers with composer Corrina Bonshek. Limit of 10
participants per workshop. Aged 13 years and over.
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Cuppa with a Virtuoso. Are you curious about how many hours of practice it takes to become a
virtuoso? Or studying music overseas? Bring your musical questions to this informal chat with pianist
Roger Cui. Limit of 10 participants. Tea provided. Evening option Whiskey with a Virtuoso.

Kid’s llluminated Art Workshop with Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner. Make an illuminated creation to
bring to the Piano Room show. Limit of 20 participants. Children under 6 years to be supported by
parent or guardian. Equipment Required: Scissors, sticky tape, hole punch, tables and chairs.

Mindful Art - Make your own llluminated Flower Arrangement With guidance from visual artist
Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner, make your own arrangement of illuminated flowering plants. This workshop
encourages a restful, creative state and a state of non-judgement. Participants will likely find the act of
focusing on shape, texture and colour to be meditative and calming. This workshop is for groups of up
to 15 people and goes for 1 hour.

MARKETING SUMMARY

This is a ‘relaxed’ style performance that has special appeal for parents with young children and families
with teenage musicians who appreciate the interactive prompts, and unconventional seating. It also appeals
to older audience members who enjoy experiencing music whilst seated close to the performer, and seeing
the music being created in real time.

Visually impaired and deaf communities would appreciate this work and could be explicitly targetted
provided access is good and an interpreter is engaged.

We found success in marketing directly to head of music in high schools, and encourage the use of special
offers to high school students.

The company will provide marketing text, company bios, images, video footage, media kit, press release,
sample social media posts, acknowledgements, credits and any logos. Key creative team are available for
interviews. Any printed and web material must be approved by the Company prior to use.

Biographies:

Corrina Bonshek (PhD Western Sydney University) is an award-winning composer best known for her
immersive, site-responsive large-ensemble works inspired by nature. Her music has been described as
‘sonically attractive’ (Loudmouth 2020), ‘meditative and euphonious’ (Journal of Music 2021), with
‘pared-back language and gentle, reflective motion’ (The Irish Times) and ‘connected to the essence of
South-East Asian music — timelessness’ (Chinary Ung, 2015).

She regularly composes for festivals and has created music for Taipei International Festival of the Arts
(2017), Rainforest Fringe Festival Sarawak Malaysia (2019), Singapore Arts in Your Neighbourhood
Festival (2022), Bleach* Festival (2017,2018, 2021), 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games Arts &
Culture Festival, and more. In 2021, she formed Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators Limited, to support the
creation of innovative music-led events that open the heart, uplift the spirit, and celebrate the connection
of humans to nature and each other.
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Merlynn Tong (writer / voice actor on Piano Room) is an acclaimed playwright and actor whose
one-woman-show Blue Bones won 6 Matilda Awards including the Lord Mayor Award for Best New
Australian Work, Best Mainstage Production and Best Female Actor in a Leading Role. She writes
powerfully about her new home of Meanjin, and her formative years in Singapore, bringing cities to life
for audiences with words and emotive performances that evoke the smells, sights and sounds of the city
through the passions and interests of her characters. In Blue Bones, the sights/sounds/smells of
Singapore almost become a character in itself. The dramatic intensity of her work and poetry of her
language, will bring a new dimension to Piano Room. Merlynn is an in-demand playwright, whose credits
include Antigone (adaptation, Queensland Theatre), Good Grief (Queensland Theatre), Golden Blood
(development, Melbourne Theatre Company), SITE (co-writer, development, Kate Wild, Ellen van
Neerven & Sarah Winter), The Big Mac (co-writer, development, Black Swan Theatre Company), Cocky
Jerry Jah (co-librettist, development), Ma Ma Ma Mad (Wax Lyrical) and Blue Bones (Playlab
Productions).

Roger Cui (Pianist on Piano Room) is Guest Principal soloist with Queensland Symphony Orchestra,
Resident Company Pianist at Queensland Ballet, and has been described as “a pianist with not only
extraordinary technique, but also poeticism in depth” (Badische Neueste Nachrichten). Roger is an
outstanding interpreter of Lizst’s transcendental etudes, which are fiendishly difficult and explore images
of nature, purity of humankind, death and powerful emotions in the face of industrialisation and
modernisation in mid-19th century Europe. Roger found the process of making Piano Room fascinating
and unlike any other performance project he has done to date.

Tonepacer has built a reputation as the provider of choice for sound artists, sound designers and noise
artists. We help deliver their vision and sometimes uniquely abstract ideas. We have toured artists for
labels such as Room40, and have taken sound art to regular festivals at Liquid Architecture -
Powerhouse Brisbane, Mono - IMA Brisbane, Openframe - CarriageWorks Sydney and Berlin Atonal -
Dark Mofo, Tasmania. Further sound designs and systems have been delivered at Botanic Gardens and
Southbank Parklands, Botanica - Ripple, Brisbane Festival - Wild Energy / Percussion at Dusk, World
Science festival — ECHO / Sounding Tides (in development), Dead Puppet Society - bespoke audio
player design and installation for QLD State Library children’s puppets, as notable outcomes.

Tiffany Beckwith-Skinner is an in demand Brisbane-based visual artist, costume designer, and
make-up artist with extensive experience in theatre, film, dance and community-engaged art making.
She has worked for Opera Queensland, Queensland Theatre Company, Strut & Fret and numerous short
films and music video clips. She has over 20 years of experience in community-engaged art through the
State Library of Queensland, Woodford Folk Festival Regional touring projects.

CONTACT

Corrina Bonshek
Composer | Artistic Director | Producer at
Corrina Bonshek & Collaborators

corrina@cbcollab.com 0435 247 874
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